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caricature of The Merry Wives by the name of Sir John

Ealstaff.

The argument hero sec cut may .seem to rest unduly on a
speculative notion of the extent and the nature of Shakespeare's
first faith in Falstaff, Since drama depicts man amongst men
and against a background of society and of circumstance* a
dramatist inevitably fashions a world for his own creatures.
A comic dramatist shapes a world scmbhbly like our own, and
releases into it from his intuitions a figure equipped to be com-
fortably at home in it and skilled to adapt himself to its material
and human conditions, a figure possessing as by instinct the
secret of worldly wisdom and thereby gifted to turn existence
to his own security and happiness. No earlier creation of
Shakespeare's was so eminently endowed as was Falstaff with
a these attributes. He appeared to solve the artistic problem of
the comic dramatist: one could pledge one's taith to him en-
tirely. From such an artistic faith, it is an easy step to an un-
questioning belief that Falstaff has achieved a mastery of life
itself, of life, that is, as a thing to be lived, and, within its own
conditions, as a thing to be prized above all <4!se.

Conviction in such ranges of value comes to the artist, and
to the watcher of the plays, not by argument, but by imagina-
tive demonstration. And it is abundantly clear that the Falstaff
of the first Hwry IV shows himself in very act to be worthier
in this respect than the other many sorts of men who confront
such problems as he does in the world of which they are all
inhabitants.

The situations of I Henry /Kcontmually bring the immediate
and pertinent worth of Falstaff into comparison with that of
HaJ, of Hotspur, and of Henry IV. The comparison is usually
enriched by dramatic contrasts, and to secure these contrasts,
it is generally Falstaff '$ role to be placed at first at a signal dis-
advantage. But he invariably comes out best- Of FalstafFs
relations with Hal, little more need be said: FalstafTs wit is
always a sufficiently effective means of his securing even
honours. If one doubts thus at moments, there is always his